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Abstract 

A novel has many values that can be applied in daily life. One of the values is non-discriminating 

character that can be seen in To Kill A Mockingbird novel. This value teaches the readers how to 

treat people without prejudice. This paper aims at describing in what ways Atticus Finch 

demonstrates a non-discriminating character and the factors that influence Atticus Finch to have a 

non-discriminating character. The writer uses objective approach that focus on intrinsic elements 

of the novel. The analysis concludes that there are five ways in which Atticus Finch demonstrates 

his non-discriminating character and three factors that influence Atticus Finch to have a non-

discriminating character. 
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Introduction 

Literature does not only give the readers a fantasy of enjoying reading, but also takes the 

readers to understand and to learn about life experiences. Klarer (2004, p. 1) says, “Literature is 

referred to as the entirety of written expression, with the restriction that not every written document 

can be categorized as literature in the more exact sense of the word”. Literature gives pleasure to the 

reader by showing its writer’s vision of life, or the writer’s thoughts or ideas. One of the branches of 

literature is a novel. Little (1963, p. 97) points out that novels are the most widely read literary 

form. The average novel runs to some 300 pages. A novel is an attempt to convey imaginatively in 

some circumstances significant enough to have an interest for the people who might read it; it is one 

of the most fluent, diverse and unpredictable of the literary forms. 

A novel has many values which can be applied in daily life. Knickerbocker (1960, p. 431) 

points out that there are three types of human values (Psychological or individual value, 

metaphysical value, and social value). This journal focuses on psychological or individual value. To 

Kill A Mockingbird story happens when black people in America become the lowest level in the 

society and Atticus Finch as a white lawyer in Maycomb county assist Tom Robinson (a black man) 

who has been accused of rape. In addition, he treats people there equally no matter what happens. 



The readers can see non-discriminating character of Atticus Finch through his action. The author of 

this novel is Harper Lee; she brings the readers to the era in which pride and prejudice can be felt 

under the skin. The values of this novel are relevant from time to time. 

 

The Steps of Non-Discriminating Analysis of Atticus Finch  

First, the writer analyses the setting and the characters to find out the general idea of the story 

by objective approach. Second, the writer moves on to the character analysis to know and give a 

clear view about how the Atticus Finch as the main character on the novel behaves. Third, the 

writer moves on further into non-discriminating character of Atticus Finch. Fourth, the writer gives 

conclusion of her analyses. 

 

Atticus Finch’s Character 

• He cares about his children’s education. 

One day Scout, Atticus’ daughter is disappointed because her teacher at school does not 

believe that Scout as a first grader can read and write well. Atticus listens to her complaints 

without blaming her, and then he gives her a good advice and teaches her how to solve that 

problem. He teaches what compromising is to his daughter and she agrees with that. 

You never went to school and you do all right, so I‟ll just stay home too. You can teach 

me like Granddaddy taught you „n‟ Uncle Jack.” “No I can‟t,” said Atticus. “I have to 

make a living... (p. 39) 

... “Do you know what a compromise is?” he asked. “Bending the law?” “No, an 

agreement reached by mutual concessions. It works this way,” he said. “If you‟ll 

concede the necessity of going to school, we‟ll go on reading every night just as we 

always have. Is it a bargain?” “Yes sir!!...(pp.41-42) 

 

 



• He is an objective person. 

He asks his children not to disturb anyone’s business. If that person wants to do something, 

let him or her do it. For example, Atticus children have huge curiosity about Radley Place. The 

rumor says that inside the house lived a malevolent phantom; even a Black man will not pass the 

Radley Place at night. In fact, Mr. Radley does not want to come out from his house because of 

the mess of humanity, pride and prejudice among white and black people that happen in the 

society. 

What Mr. Radley did was his own business. If he wanted to come out, he would. If he 

wanted to stay inside his own house he had the right to stay inside free from the 

attentions of inquisitive children, which was a mild term for the likes of us. ... What Mr. 

Radley did might seem peculiar to us, but it did not seem peculiar to him... Lastly, we 

were to stay away from that house until we were invited there, we were not to play an 

asinine game he had seen us playing or make fun of anybody on this street or in this 

town- (p.65) 

 

• He is not afraid to take a risk. 

He decides to defend a Black man although he knows that it is quite difficult to win the case. 

As a lawyer, he believes in the principle of “innocent until proven guilty” and so must defend 

everybody without looking at his or her race, colour, or ethnicity. In addition, he believes that all 

men are created equal without exception and the founder of the United States; Thomas Jefferson 

had already said it. 

 

You might hear some ugly talk about it at school, but do one thing for me if you will: you 

just hold your head high and keep those fists down. No matter what anybody says to you, 

don‟t you let „em get your goat. Try fighting with your head for a change… it‟s a good 

one, even if it does resist learning. (p. 101) 



The Ways Atticus Finch Demonstrates his non-discriminating character 

From the beginning, Atticus Finch’s decision to defend a black man, Tom Robinson has got 

rejection. As a white man, he has already broken the rule in the society. There are several reasons 

why Atticus’ decision is wrong based on white people’s perspective. White people are superior to 

black people and there is no important reason to defend a black man in the trial like Tom 

Robinson’s case.  Yet, Atticus is not angry or hates them although the people do not like his 

decision to defend a black man. He still considers people in Maycomb County as his friends. Atticus 

believes that everyone is equal before the law and there is no reason to defend someone based on 

the race or skin color. One day, a mob comes to Atticus and almost hurts him. People in a mob ask 

him not to defend Tom Robinson, but Atticus still refuses their request. After that accident, he still 

considers the people in Maycomb County as his friends. 

“This time we aren‟t fighting the Yankees, we‟re fighting our friends. But remember this, 

no matter how bitter things get, they‟re still our friends and this is still our 

home.”(p.102) 

“No, we don‟t have mobs and that nonsense in Maycomb. I‟ve never heard of a gang in 

Maycomb.”(p. 196) 

 

One of the citizens that do not like Atticus decision is Mrs. Henry Lafayette Dubose. She is an 

old lady, sick, and rude, yet he still treats her well. He is a model of courtesy and kindness of 

himself. He is willing to tell the courthouse news to her, and wishes she would have a good day. It 

is quite rare to find someone like Atticus in, such a gentleman. Atticus also teaches his children to 

accept Mrs. Dubose’s condition and asks them not to be afraid of her. One day, there is an accident, 

Jem, Atticus’ son assaults Mrs. Dubose’s camellia as a sign that he does not accept her rudeness 

toward his father. Atticus knows that accident and as the punishment, he asks his son to go to Mrs. 

Dubose’s house to read a book for a month. Atticus lets his children go to Mrs. Dubose’s house 

because he wants them to see what a real courage is. She tries as hard as she can to get off this 



addiction and her body really suffers a lot. Atticus calls Mrs. Dubose as a lady and he wants his 

children to learn from someone not only by the appearance, but also feel what that person feels.  

“A lady?” ... I wanted you to see something about her—I wanted you to see what real 

courage is, instead of getting the idea that courage is a man with a gun in his hand. It‟s 

when you know you‟re licked before you begin but you begin anyway and you see it 

through no matter what. You rarely win, but sometimes you do. Mrs. Dubose won, all 

ninety-eight pounds of her. (p. 149) 

As a white lawyer, Atticus is not a greedy lawyer that focuses on money and he realizes the 

economic condition during The Great Depression Era has influenced all the people. Atticus has a 

client, Mr. Cunningham who does not pay Atticus services with money. He is a poor farmer, but his 

family gets along and he sends his children to school too although he does not have much. He pays 

Atticus services with his harvest. Atticus teaches his children to accept other people who are 

different from them. He wants his children not to easily judge someone if they cannot walk on their 

path and feel exactly what happens. Atticus realizes that in Maycomb County there are a lot of 

misjudgments toward someone. People in this town believe on what they hear and see rather than 

feel it by themselves. Then, when Mr. Cunningham joins in a mob that asks Atticus not to defend 

Tom Robinson and he almost hurts Atticus. He is not angry to Mr. Cunningham. Atticus still 

regards him a good person and a friend. What he has done is only a part of Southern habit. 

You never really understand a person until you consider things from his point of view-” 

“Sir?” “-until you climb into his skin and walk around in it.”(p. 39) 

“I thought Mr. Cunningham was a friend of ours...“He still is.” “But last night he 

wanted to hurt you.” ... “Mr. Cunningham‟s basically a good man,” he said, “he just has 

his blind spots along with the rest of us.” ... A mob‟s always made up of people, no 

matter what. Mr. Cunningham was part of a mob last night... Every mob in every little 

Southern town is always made up of people you know—doesn‟t say much for them, does 

it?”(p.210) 



There is a place called the Radley Place at Maycomb County. For the local people this place is 

mysterious because the owner of the house never goes out. Atticus’ children also have their 

obsession toward Boo Radley. They want him to go out from his hous, yet Atticus tells his children 

that Boo Radley has his own reasons why he does not want to go out. Furthermore, he reminds his 

children that what Boo Radley does is his own business, and let him do that. In fact, Boo Radley is 

the victim of alienation of the people in the town because he cannot accept pride and prejudice in 

Maycomb County. He stays inside to avoid intolerance between white and black people.  Atticus 

wants to show his children that no one has the right to judge others because no one can be sure the 

main reason why a person does that. By the time being, his children understand and know why Boo 

Radley does not want to go out from his house. Boo Radley sees that white people think that they 

are superior to black people.  

What Mr. Radley did was his own business. If he wanted to come out, he would. If he 

wanted to stay inside his own house he had the right to stay inside free from the 

attentions of inquisitive children, which was a mild term for the likes of us.(p. 65) 

 

As a white lawyer, Atticus does not choose a particular client. He chooses to defend Tom 

Robinson’s case because he knows that man is not guilty. In thi s case, Tom has been suspected 

raping a white woman, Mayella Ewell. Atticus’ decision makea white people do not like him. Yet  

Atticus wants to show that everybody has an equal position before the law. No matter where he or 

she comes from; it is not about race, but it is about the truth that no one cannot deny. Atticus’ 

children also confused about their father’s decision. He says that he loves everybody. It is about the 

essence of a man’s conscience. He knows that Tom Robinson is clear. As a lawyer, Atticus has to 

fight for the truth. 

In Tom’s trial, Atticus also reminds all the juries that Thomas Jefferson has already said all 

men are created equal in this life. Liberty, property, and the right to pursue happiness belong to the 

people, not the State or any other collectives. In addition, Atticus emphasizes that a court is the 



human institution that makes all the people are treated equally before the law no matter he or she 

comes from. This is a place to find the truth that cannot be refuted. Through this case, he wants to 

teach his children about equality and accept diversity in the society. As white people, they have to 

accept black people who live together with them. 

...when you and Jem are grown, maybe you‟ll look back on this with some compassion 

and some feeling that I didn‟t let you down. This case, Tom Robinson‟s case, is something 

that goes to the essence of a man‟s conscience—Scout, I couldn‟t go to church and 

worship God if I didn‟t try to help that man.”(p. 139) 

One more thing, gentlemen, before I quit. Thomas Jefferson once said that all men are 

created equal, a phrase that the Yankees and the distaff side of the Executive branch in 

Washington are fond of hurling at us... Our courts have their faults, as does any human 

institution, but in this country our courts are the great levelers, and in our courts all men 

are created equal...Gentlemen, a court is no better than each man of you sitting before 

me on this jury. A court is only as sound as its jury, and a jury is only as sound as the 

men who make it up. I am confident that you gentlemen will review without passion the 

evidence you have heard, come to a decision, and restore this defendant to his family.(pp. 

273-274) 

 

The analysis above shows the ways Atticus Finch demonstrates his non-discriminating 

character to others. (1) People in Maycomb County give a lot of pressure to Atticus but he still 

regards them as friends. (2) Atticus treats Mrs. Dubose well although she is rude. Atticus lets his 

children go to Mr. Dubose’s house because he wants to show them what a real courage is. (3) Mr. 

Cunningham is Atticus’ client that comes from poor family. Atticus lets him pay his services with 

his harvest. (4)Boo Radley is the victim of alienation in Maycomb County. Atticus sees that no one 

has the right to judge others because no one can be sure of the main reason why a person does 



something. (5) Tom Robinson is Atticus’ client. He sees that all human beings have the same rights 

before the law, including the right to think. They also act to pursue all the goods and services. 

The Factors that Influence Non-Discriminating Character of Atticus Finch. 

Every human being has his own values that make them different from others and those values 

are upheld wisely. In this novel, To Kill A Mockingbird, one of the values is non-discriminating 

character. It can be seen through Atticus’ action. He treats everybody in Maycomb County equally 

without seeing that person based on the race. Atticus’ decision to treat people equally is influenced 

by several factors. Those factors are: 

1. Legacy 

It is rooted in his past. There is no record that Atticus Finch’s families joined the war 

between British and Colonies. The Battle of Hastings is one example of wars that 

happened in the South. Simon Finch as the ancestor of the family moved from England to 

Philadelphia because he saw injustice among them. He worked as a Methodist, who helped 

the poor and the average people. He also practiced medicine. What he had done was for the 

glory of God, but he was unhappy because he could not get gold and clothes. After that, he 

left his beliefs. He bought three slaves and built a homestead near the Alabama River. He 

had a wife and lived with his children. At the end of his life, he died rich. 

Being Southerners, it was a source of shame to some members of the family that 

we had no recorded ancestors on either side of the Battle of Hastings ... In 

England, Simon was irritated by the persecution of those who called themselves 

Methodists at the hands of their more liberal brethren... Simon made a pile 

practicing medicine, but in this pursuit he was unhappy .... So Simon, having 

forgotten his teacher‟s dictum on the possession of human chattels, bought three 

slaves and with their aid established a homestead on the banks of the Alabama 

River...Simon lived to an impressive age and died rich.(pp.3-4) 



2. Family or Upbringing 

Atticus Finch has one brother, Jack Hale Finch and one sister, Alexandra Hancock. 

Atticus Finch is the eldest, and Jack Hale Finch is the youngest. As the eldest son, Atticus 

Finch goes to Montgomery to study law. The only one woman in this family is Alexandra 

Hancock. She has a son from her marriage, Henry and she has already had a grandson, 

Francis. This family has a special habit. Every Christmas they go to Finch’s Landing. In 

this place, they commemorate their ancestor by cooking and eating together. 

 In the middle of celebration, Scout and Francis have a fight outside the house. He 

quotes Aunt Alexandra, calling Atticus as “a nigger lover” who is “ruining” the family. 

Scout does not accept those words, and she whales Francis. Uncle Jack who knows this 

accident tries to arbitrate those two kids. In the house, he asks Scout to tell what happens 

based on her side. However, Uncle Jack does not listen to Scout’s opinion and suddenly 

gives her punishment. Scout is angry with her uncle and she says that Uncle Jack does not 

understand her much. Uncle Jack goes to Scout’s room and he asks her personally. Scout 

explains that Uncle Jack is not fair because he does not give a chance to Scout to tell 

what has happened. Uncle Jack is surprised with Scout’s explanation, and she asks him 

not to tell Atticus about this accident. After that, Uncle Jack is sitting together with 

Atticus Finch. They share what has happened and try to take the wisdom from that 

accident. In addition, Atticus also adds some things about children. As an adult, he has to 

answer children’s questions truthfully.  

“Jack! When a child asks you something, answer him, for goodness‟ 

sake...Children are children, but they can spot an evasion quicker than adults, 

and evasion simply muddles „em. No,”... “you had the right answer this 

afternoon, but the wrong reasons. Bad language is a stage all children go 



through, and it dies with time when they learn they‟re not attracting attention 

with it. Hotheadedness isn‟t. (p. 116) 

3. A model of Idealism 

Atticus has one figure that he idolizes in the society, Thomas Jefferson. Jefferson is 

one of the founders of the United States. He states that all men are created equal; it 

means every human being has the same right to think and act to pursue all the goods and 

services. Then, he or she also has same rights before the law without looking at their race, 

skin, and ethnics. The freedom here does not simply explain about the opportunity to 

make choices but the responsibility for those choices. Those phrases influence him to 

have a non-discriminating character which makes Atticus be able to survive in the 

practice of racism in Maycomb County.  No matter how people in the town mock him 

about defending a black man, he is firm that what he has done is right and he believes in 

his principle that all men are created equal. It is about the essence of a man’s conscience. 

He does not choose his client based on the race, but he chooses it based on the truth. 

Through his action, Atticus also wants to show how big the pressure from the society is. 

 

Conclusion and Suggestions  

As a white lawyer in Maycomb County, Atticus Finch treats people equally, no matter where 

he/she comes from. His action and decision toward others also teach his children to accept diversity 

among them. The ways he demonstrates his non-discriminating character are based on whom he 

concerns. Atticus still regards people in Maycomb County as his friends. He shows his children 

what a real courage is; he does not choose particular clients. He reminds his children that no one has 

the right to judge a person, and says that everybody has an equal position before the law, no matter 

where he or she comes from. Legacy, family or upbringing, and his model of idealism influence 

Atticus Finch’s action. 



The writer finds many valuable values which can be explored and applied from To Kill A 

Mockingbird. Lee teaches the readers that people in the society come from different backgrounds 

and sometimes face problems due to their differences. Non-discriminating character is one of the 

ways to accept the diversity in the society. In addition, the readers should know how to treat others 

as wisely as Atticus Finch so that the problems can be solved peacefully.  
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