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Abstract. News headlines are the most noticeable feature in the newspapers.
Readers are able to choose what kind of news that they want to know by
reading the headlines. However, the forms of the headlines are unique and
sometimes they are quite difficult to be understood since some words in the
headlines are omitted in order to keep the headlines short. This study is
conducted to find what sentence components in terms of phrase structure
categories and syntactic categories are omitted. This study analyzes the
Jakarta Post (Indonesia's leading English-language daily) headlines from
online version syntactically using a tree diagram proposed by Marianne
Celce — Murcia and Diane Larsen — Freeman (1999). The sources of the
data are 81 headlines from national news section issued from November 1°
to November 30", 2013. In those headline, some words are omitted. The
study finds that there are omissions in the Jakarta Post headlines which are
under the phrase structure categories AUX, AUX + VP, NP, VP, AP, PREP
P, and S. Out of these phrase structure categories, AUX and AUX + VP
occur most frequently in the headlines with the percentage of 75% and 13%

respectively. Under the syntactic categories, omissions which occur are T +
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Passive, T + pm, T + prog, T + cop, conjunction, determiner and
preposition. The omission of “be” in the syntactic categories T + Passive, T

+pm, T + prog and T + cop occurs most frequently.
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Introduction

Mass media is a form of communication which informs readers
with events happening in the society not only domestic but also
international. “Mass media provides the means of access to much
information and represents a powerful force in our society”(Thomas &
Wareing, 1999, p.51). Newspaper is one of printed mass media which is
quite popular these days. It comes daily. The information given is complete
and updated.

Headlines as the most noticeable features in the newspaper become
very important since they summarize the whole articles. Bartel J.C (1994)
stated that the purpose of a headline is to summarize the news content of an
article in very few words. Simply, people are able to choose what kind of
news that they want to know by reading the headlines. However, the urge to
summarize the whole article just in a few words presents a challenge of its
own. Therefore, there is a form of writing headlines which omits certain
features or components of the sentence headline. This omission forms a
distinctive pattern.

Seeing the unique form of the news headlines compared to the role
of the headlines which needs to be easily understood, the writer is interested
in conducting a research entitled “The Omissions of Sentence Component

on News Headlines in the Jakarta Post”. This study aims to reveal the



pattern of omissions in the sentence components in terms of what syntactic
category the omitted words belongs to and what phrase structure category

the syntactic category is attached to.
Tree Diagram

According to Radford (2004, p.1), “syntax is the study of the way in
which phrases and sentences are structured out of words”. Therefore,
syntactic analysis sees how the sentences or phrases we make are
constructed or combined in order to make a meaningful sentence.

Syntax has its part to make syntactic analysis by using syntactic
category. Syntactic categories are lexical categories (noun, pronoun, adverb,
adjective, verb and preposition) and non-lexical categories (determiner,
auxiliary, modal, conjunction, and intensifier) (O’Grady & Archibald’s,
2005), Tense (Quirk et al., 1985, p. 176) and aspects: progressive, prefect,
and passive are under auxiliary (Celce — Murcia and Larsen — Freeman,
1999).

To analyze the basic structure of an English sentence, a tree
diagram can be used (Fromkin et al, 1988). The first rule in a tree diagram
explains what sentence is composed of. Then next rules explain each
constituent in the sentence and break them down into each syntactical

category. ( Celce — Murcia & Larsen — Freeman, 1999) as seen below:
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The analysis of the news headline has been studied by some
researchers in the past few decades. They focused on the pattern of the
headline such as Lestama (2006), Liviando (2011) and Tiono (2003).
Lestama’s (2006) found that mostly headlines were simple sentences and
complex sentences. Liviando (2011) and Tiono (2003) tried to analyze the
syntactical structure of the news headline. Liviando’s study was done using
Chinese box proposed by Francis (1958) and Tiono’s study was done using
Generative Transformational Grammar proposed by Cooder (1973). Based
on those studies, the writer gets the idea of what to analyze and how
toanalyze headlines. Compared to Liviando’s study, this study is focusing
on analyzing syntactic categories using phrase structure rules (tree diagram)
which are deleted in the headlines and Tiono’s study and this present study
used phrase structure rules (tree diagram) to analyze news headlines.
However, there is a difference in the phrase structure rules. In Tiono’s
study, a copula verb belongs to auxiliary, while in this study; the copula
verb belongs to verb phrase. The writer analyzes 81 the Jakarta Post
headlines taken from online version issued from 1% November 2013 until
30" November 2013. The writer uses tree diagrams proposed by Marianne

Celce — Murcia and Diane Larsen — Freeman (1999).

Research Metodology

This study uses descriptive qualitative method to analyze the
headlines in The Jakarta Post Newspaper from online version. There are
264 headlines from national news section. Out of 264 headlines, there are

81 sentence headlines in which some words are deleted.



Below are the examples of how headlines from The Jakarta Post are

analysed:

1. Jokowi’s nomination ‘a matter of time’ (November 1%, 2013)

Jokowi’s nomination (is) ‘a matter of time’.
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In the article, it is explained that Indonesia Democratic Party of
Struggle (PDIP) is waiting for the right time to nominate Joko Widodo as its
presidential candidate. What seems to be a problem, after reading the
article, is the omitted copula be which is followed by the noun phrase “a
matter of time”.

The copula be needs to be supplied to the sentence, and which
correct be form is used depends on when the event happened and the
number of NP which functions as subject of the sentence. It is clearly stated
that the subject is “Jokowi’s nomination” and the event happened at
anytime in the future since the presidential election is done in 2014.
Accordingly, the present be used in the sentence is “is” which indicates a
singular verb to refer to a singular subject “Jokowi’s nomination”.

Therefore, the writer determined that the complete form of the headline is



“Jokowi’s nomination iS ‘a matter of time’” and the omitted syntactic

categories are tense and copula.

2. SBY to write, launch book (November 11", 2013)
SBY (is) to write (and) launch (a) book.

In the article, it is explained that President Susilo Bambang
Yudhoyono is to launch his book entitled Selalu Ada Pilihan (There is
always a Choice) in December. This plan is announced through SBY's
official twitter account @SBYudhoyono. What seems to be a problem, after
reading the article, is the omitted “be.” which is a part of phrasal modal “be
to”, and the omitted conjunction “and” in the verb phrase, and the omitted
determiner “a” in the noun phrase “a book”.

It is clearly stated that the subject is “SBY” and the event is to
happen in December. Accordingly, the present ‘be’ used should be ‘is’
which indicates a singular verb to refer to the singular subject “SBY.”
Therefore, the writer determined that the complete form of the headline is
“SBY is to write and launch a book” and the omitted syntactic categories

are tense and phrasal modal, conjunction and determiner.


http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2013/11/11/sby-write-launch-book.html
http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2013/11/11/forestry-ministry-review-timber-standards.html
http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2013/11/11/forestry-ministry-review-timber-standards.html

3. New fish species discovered in East Nusa Tenggara (November
14™ 2013)
New fish species (is) discovered in East Nusa Tenggara.
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In the article, it is explained that a new species of flasher wrasse or
ikan karang, paracheilinus rennyae, was recently discovered in East Nusa
Tenggara adding greater conservation value to the Komodo National Park
and the coral reefs off southwestern Flores. What seems to be a problem,
after reading the article, is the form of the sentence should be written in
passive so that there is omission of be which is a part of passive “be ... en”.

It is clearly stated that the subject is “New fish species”.
Accordingly, the present ‘be’ used should be ‘is” which indicates a singular
verb to refer to the singular subject “New fish species”. Therefore, the
writer determined that the complete form of the headline is “New fish
species is discovered in East Nusa Tenggara” and the omitted syntactic

categories are tense and passive.

4. KPK to question Anas’s wife today (November 18", 2013)


http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2013/11/14/new-fish-species-discovered-east-nusa-tenggara.html
http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2013/11/14/new-fish-species-discovered-east-nusa-tenggara.html
http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2013/11/14/new-fish-species-discovered-east-nusa-tenggara.html
http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2013/11/14/new-fish-species-discovered-east-nusa-tenggara.html
http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2013/11/18/kpk-question-anas-s-wife-today.html

KPK (is) to question Anas’s wife (on) today.
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In the article, it is explained that in connection to the ongoing
investigation into the construction of the Hambalang sports complex in
Bogor, the Corruption Eradication Commission (KPK) will grill Athiyyah
Laila, the wife of former Democratic Party chief Anas Urbaningrum as a
witness for Machfud Suroso, the former president director of PT Dutasari
Citralaras who was recently named a suspect in that case on November 18"
What seems to be a problem, after reading the article, is the omitted be
which is a part of phrasal modal “be to” and also the omitted preposition
“on” which is followed by the noun phrase “today”.

It is clearly stated that the subject is “KPK” and the event is to
happen at the day the article published. Accordingly, the present ‘be’ used
should be ‘is’ which indicates a singular verb to refer to the singular subject
“KPK”. Therefore, the writer determined that the complete form of the
headline is “KPK is to question Anas’s wife on today” and the omitted

syntactic categories are tense, phrasal modal and preposition.


http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2013/11/18/kpk-question-anas-s-wife-today.html

Findings

In the 81 headlines taken from The Jakarta Post taken from online

version, omissions occur in the sentence component predicate. The

omission of predicate occurs most frequently in phrase structure category

AUX with 68 cases in total and the second one is Aux + VP with 10 cases in

total. Under the phrase structure categories AUX, the omitted syntactic

categories, T + passive occurs most frequently with 45 cases in total

followed by T + pm with 20 cases, while under the phrase structure

category Aux + VP, only T + cop occurs with 10 cases as seen in Table 1.

Table 1: The number and the kinds of phrase structure categories and

syntactic categories found in 81 Jakarta Post headlines.

Phrase Total | Syntactical Sub- Examples
Structure categories total
Categories
AUX 68 T + passive 45 Palembang mayor __ grilled
over Akil bribery
T+pm 20 Wakatobi _ to host summit
on Alfred Wallace
T+ prog 3 Ombudsman  findings
damning for police
AUX + VP 10 T + cop 10 PDI-P: Jokowi’s nomination
____‘amatter of time’
NP 5 Conj 2 KPU__,  Lemsaneg cancel
MoU on poll data protection
Det 2 Rudi charged with money
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http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2013/11/09/palembang-mayor-grilled-over-akil-bribery.html
http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2013/11/09/palembang-mayor-grilled-over-akil-bribery.html
http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2013/11/01/wakatobi-host-summit-alfred-wallace.html
http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2013/11/01/wakatobi-host-summit-alfred-wallace.html
http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2013/11/08/ombudsman-findings-damning-police.html
http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2013/11/08/ombudsman-findings-damning-police.html
http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2013/11/01/pdi-p-jokowi-s-nomination-a-matter-time.html
http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2013/11/01/pdi-p-jokowi-s-nomination-a-matter-time.html
http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2013/11/29/kpu-lemsaneg-cancel-mou-poll-data-protection.html
http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2013/11/29/kpu-lemsaneg-cancel-mou-poll-data-protection.html
http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2013/11/15/rudi-charged-with-money-laundering-assets-seized.html

laundering, __ assets seized
VP 1 Conj 1 SBY to write_,_ launch
book
AP 1 Conj 1 RI_, Oz cyber war heats
up
Prep P 4 Prep P 4 Three people dead from bird
flu___ this year
S 1 Conj 1 Rudi charged with money
laundering__,  assets seized
Total 89 89

In terms of percentage, the phrase structure category AUX takes

the first place as the most frequently omitted phrase structure category with

a total of 75% as seen in Table 2.

Table 2: Percentage of phrase structure categories and syntactic categories

found in 81 Jakarta Post headlines

Phrase Syntactic Sub | Percentage | Total | Percentage
Structure | Categories - (%) (%)
Categories total

AUX T + passive 45 50 68 75
T+pm 20 22
T+ prog 3 3

AUX + VP T + cop 10 13 10 13

NP Conj 2 2 5 4
Det 2 2

VP Conj 1 1 1 1

AP Conj 1 1 1 1
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http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2013/11/15/rudi-charged-with-money-laundering-assets-seized.html
http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2013/11/11/sby-write-launch-book.html
http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2013/11/11/sby-write-launch-book.html
http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2013/11/20/three-people-dead-bird-flu-year.html
http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2013/11/20/three-people-dead-bird-flu-year.html

Prep P Prep P 4 5 4 5
S Conj 1 1 1 1
Total 89 100 89 100
Discussion

In the syntactic categories T + Passive, T+ pm, T + progand T +

cop, be is most frequently omitted. Besides the omission of be, there are

also omissions of conjunction, preposition and determiner.

According to Bartel (1994), the verb be is usually omitted

especially “are” and “is”. The omission of be is classified into four ways;

The omission of be happens in the syntactic category T + passive
where passive can be rewritten as ‘be... en’ where ‘en’ indicates a
past participle verb marker, for example, “Dozen of Foreigners are
arrested for email scam”.

The omission of be happens in the syntactic category T + prog
where progressive can be rewritten as ‘be...-ing’ where ‘ing’
indicates a present participle verb marker, for example,
“Ombudsman are damning for police”.

The omission of be happens in in the syntactic category T + pm
where the phrasal modal ‘be... to” indicates a future arrangement
or plan, for example, “SBY is to release autobiography”.

The omission of be also happens in the syntactic category T + cop.
In this category, the ‘be’, unlike be as an auxiliary, is a full verb
since the copula be was attached to the VP, for example, in “Public
is unaware of PD convention: Survey” VP is written as be + AP.

There are also omissions of “and” which are found in the syntactic

category conjunction. In this category, the conjunction “and” is used to
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coordinate words, phrases or clauses. The position of “and” is replaced with
a comma (,), for example, “Ahok and PLN director get antigraft award”.

Besides the omission of be and “and”, there are also omissions of
“as”, “in” and “on” which are found in the syntactic category preposition
which is followed by noun phrase. In this category, the “as” describes a
purpose, for example, “Suhardi Alius was named as police detective chief”.
The use of “as” explains the purpose of “named”. On the other hand, the
preposition “in” and “on” are denoting time. According to Quirk et al.
(1985), “on” refers to a period of time in terms of days, for example, “KPK
to question Anas’s wife on today”, and “in” refers to a span of time, for
example, “Three people dead from bird flu in this year”. These omissions of
preposition take place when such a preposition is followed by noun phrase
which indicates time and which has the word “last”, “next”, “this”, “that”
such as “last Thursday”, “next year”, “this week”, “that day”, the
quantitative words “some” and “every” ,or which has ‘last’, ‘next’ , ‘this’
as an element of their implicit meaning, for example, “today” has the
implicit meaning “this day” and “tomorrow” has the implicit meaning “next
day” (Quirk et al., 1985).

Then, the omissions of “his” and “a” happen in the syntactic
category determiner which is followed by noun phrase. In this category, the
“a” indicates a singular count noun, for example, “SBY to write, launch a
book” and the possessive adjective “his” indicates determinative
possessives, for example, “Rudi charged with money laundering, his assets
seized.”

These omissions are in line with what Bartel (1994) stated that
“headlines are often elliptical, that means that some words have to be left

out of sentence or phrase in order to make the headlines shorter”.
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http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2013/11/01/ahok-pln-director-get-antigraft-award.html
http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2013/11/26/suhardi-alius-named-police-detective-chief.html
http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2013/11/18/kpk-question-anas-s-wife-today.html
http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2013/11/18/kpk-question-anas-s-wife-today.html
http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2013/11/20/three-people-dead-bird-flu-year.html
http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2013/11/11/sby-write-launch-book.html
http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2013/11/11/sby-write-launch-book.html
http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2013/11/15/rudi-charged-with-money-laundering-assets-seized.html
http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2013/11/15/rudi-charged-with-money-laundering-assets-seized.html

According to Rogers (2014), “even most news stories are written
in the past tense, headlines should almost always use present tense”. The
news will be called news if it is immediate and new. Based on this theory,

the whole analysis of news headlines is written in the present tense.

Conclusion

Understanding news headlines is quite complicated. There are
some hidden patterns inside the headlines so that people whose knowledge
of English is not good enough will get a difficulty to understand the
meaning of the headlines.

A news headline usually contains only a few words so that, in
order to keep it short, some words have to be omitted from the sentence or
phrase. The distinctive patterns of omissions taking place in the sentence
component predicate can be concluded as follows:

e Sentence in active voice (S + V1), for example, Ani defends Ibas’
fashion taste.

e Sentence in passive voice (S + V3), for example, Dozens of
foreigners arrested for email scam.

e Sentence for future arrangement (S + to infinitive), for example,

Forestry Ministry to review timber standards.

e Sentence in progressive (S + Ving), for example, Bad weather

hampering evacuations of MI-17 crash victims.
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